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SUBJECT: CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
REF: (A) LOME 1115, (B) LOME A-20, 

1 . IN WAKE OF BISHOP KPODZRO AFFAIR, CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS SENT A 
SERIES OF PEACEMAKERS TO CALL ON PRESIDENT EYADEMA. FIRST WAS 
POPE'S REPRESENTATIVE IN WEST AFRICA, MSG. WURSTENBERG (RESIDENT 
IN ABIDJAN), WHO MADE TWO VISITS IN LATE JULY AND EARLY AUGUST. 

THESE WERE FOLLOWED UP BY A VISIT AUGUST 26 BY ARCHBISHOP YAGO 
OF ABIDJAN AND ARCHBISHOP SANGARE OF BAMAKO. AFTER THIS MEETING, 

YAGO TOLD PRESS HE WAS TRYING TO IMPROVE CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 

IN A DIALOGUE BETWEEN "BROTHERS OF THE SAME RACE” AND THAT WURSTEN 
BERG, AS NON-AFRICAN, WAS NOT ABLE TO UNDERSTAND AFRICAN REACTIONS. 

2. LATEST MOVE IN CHURCH PEACE OFFENSIVE WAS VISIT SEPTEMBER 1 BY 
CARDINAL ZOUNGRANA OF OUAGADOUGOU ACCOMPANIED BY YAGO AND SANGARE. 
THE CARDINAL HAD PRESIDED OVER BISHOP KPODZRO CONSECRATION IN MAY 
AND HIS POST-INCIDENT PRESS CONFERENCE, WHICH BROUGHT MATTER TO 
ATTENTION OF WORLD PRESS, HAD BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY EYADEMA AS 
DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO EMBARRASS GOT. ZOUNGRANA TOLD LOCAL PRESS 
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HIS POST-INCIDENT REMARKS. HE THANKED EYADEMA FOR CONSENTING TO 
RECEIVE HIM AND CHARTACTERIZED ENCOUNTER AS AN AFRICAN DIALOGUE. 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL HIERARCHY HAS NOT TAKEN PART IN THESE 
PEACEMAKING EFFORTS AND BISHOP KPODZRO HAS NOT TAKEN UP HIS 
DUTIES AT ATAKPAME. 

YOUNG 
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